
 

Year 6 - Reading Book Spine 

“She reads books as one would breathe air, to fill up and live.” - Annie Dillard 

At Junction Farm Primary School, we have developed a ‘Reading Spine’ of core, high quality texts for each year 

group from EYFS to Year 6. Teachers have carefully chosen a selection of books that sit at the very core of the 

curriculum for their own year group. The books sometimes link cross curricular but not always. They are 

shared with all of the children in different ways – they may be read to the children or used as stimulus for 

writing in English lessons. 

 

    

  

  

     

  

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Book Levels 

Book Author  Book Level Why? 

Shackleton’s Journey 
(Class read Autumn 1) 
 

William Grill 6.7 Linked to Geography unit ‘How 
can we save our planet?’  
Used as writing stimulus 

The Boy at the Back of 
the Class (Class read 
Autumn 2) 

Onjali Raúf 5.4 Linking to PSHE unit 
‘Celebrating Difference’. A text 
a refugee settling in to school 
life. 

Stockton Children’s Book of the Year (Spring 1) 
 

Rose Blanche (Class read 
Spring 2) 

Ian McEwan 3.2 (content 
studied 
recommended for 
UKS2) 

Linked to History unit ‘World 
War Two’.  

Holes 
(Class read Summer 1) 
 

Louis Sachar 7.0 Award winning book used as a 
writing stimulus encouraging 
children to make choices 
around purpose and audience. 
 

The Night Bus Hero 
(Class read Summer 2) 
 

Onjali Raúf 8.0 Award winning author 
Explores themes of bullying 
while celebrating friendship. 
Selected for transition 
purposes. 

A Kind of Spark  Elle McNicoll 5.0 Based on school context as we 
have an enhanced mainstream 
provision for Autism. A book to 
inspire inclusion. 

Optional text: 
Shakespeare for every 
day of the year  

Edited by Allie Esiri Not known 
Recommended 
age 12+ 

Studied in Summer 2 
Transition in to Y7 

 

 

 

 


