
 

Year 5 - Reading Book Spine 

“When I think of all the books still left for me to read, I am certain of further happiness.” - Jules Renard 

At Junction Farm Primary School, we have developed a ‘Reading Spine’ of core, high quality texts for each year 

group from EYFS to Year 6. Teachers have carefully chosen a selection of books that sit at the very core of the 

curriculum for their own year group. The books sometimes link cross curricular but not always. They are 

shared with all of the children in different ways – they may be read to the children or used as stimulus for 

writing in English lessons. 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

   

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Book Levels 

Book Author  Book Level Why? 

Middleworld   
(Class story Autumn 1) 

J & P Voelkel Not known 
Recommended 
age 8+ 

Multi-award-winning book 
Linked to History unit ‘Why 
should we remember the 
Maya?’ 
 

Grubson Pug’s Christmas 
Voyage 
(Class story Autumn 2) 

Jane-Anne Hodgson 6.5 Fun combination of disaster 
and festive season. 

The Explorer  
(Class story Autumn 2) 

Katherine Rundell 4.5 Multi-award-winning book 
Linked to Geography unit 
‘What’s significant about South 
America?’ 
Used as writing stimulus 

Viking Boy 
(Class read Spring 1) 
 

Tony Bradman 5.2 Linked to History unit focused 
on Vikings.  After his father is 
killed by warriors, Gunnar 
makes a blood oath to avenge 
him. 

The Land of Roar  
(Class story Spring 2) 

Jenny McLachlan 4.8 Exciting adventure book 
Promote use of upgraded 
vocabulary 

Asha & the Sprit Bird  
(Class story Summer 1) 

Jasbinder Bilan 5.3 Award winning book 
Linked with RE: Journeys and 
pilgrimage.  

Guardians of The Wild 
Unicorns  
(Class story Summer 2) 

Lindsay Littleson Not known 
Recommended 
age 8+ 

Exciting adventure book 
Promote use of upgraded 
vocabulary 

The head that wore the 
crown poems  

Emma Write and Rachel 
Piercey 

Not known 
Recommended 
age 8+ 

Linked to History unit ‘Did the 
monarchy always improve life 
in Britain?’ 
Used as writing stimulus 

Oh, the Places You'll Go! Dr Seuss 3.3 Advice in rhyme for proceeding 
in life; weathering fear, 
loneliness, confusion and being 
in charge of your actions. Lined 
to English writing. 

 

 

 

 

    


