
 

Year 4 - Reading Book Spine 

“Reading is to the mind what exercise is to the body.” - Joseph Addison 

At Junction Farm Primary School, we have developed a ‘Reading Spine’ of core, high quality texts for each year 

group from EYFS to Year 6. Teachers have carefully chosen a selection of books that sit at the very core of the 

curriculum for their own year group. The books sometimes link cross curricular but not always. They are 

shared with all of the children in different ways – they may be read to the children or used as stimulus for 

writing in English lessons. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Book Levels 

Book Author Book Level Why? 

Escape from Pompeii  
(Class read Autumn 1) 

Christiana Balit 4.9 Linked to Geography unit 
‘How do volcanoes & 
earthquakes occur?’ 
Used for writing stimulus 

Percy Jackson & The Lightning 
Thief  (Class read Autumn 2) 

Rick Riordan 4.5 Award winning book linked to 
History – Ancient Greeks.  

Father Christmas’s Fake Beard 
(Class read 2 weeks before 
Christmas) 
 

Terry Pratchett 5.5 Linked to time of year-
Christmas 

The Legend of Podkin One Ear  
(Class read Spring 1) 

Kieran Larwood 5.5 Winner of the Best Story Blue 
Peter Book Award 
Used for writing stimulus 

The Journal of Iliona  
(Class read Spring 2) 

Richard Pratt 6.1 Linked to History unit ‘How did 
Romans change the life in 
Britain?’ 
Used for writing stimulus 

The Boy who biked the world-
Africa 
(Class read Summer 1) 

Alastair Humpheries  5.3 Linked to Geography unit 
‘What’s significant about 
Africa?’ 
Used for writing stimulus 

Inspirational Sports Stories for 
Young Readers: How 12 
World-Class Athletes 
Overcame Challenges and 
Rose to the Top  
(Class read Summer 2). 

Kurt Taylor Not known 
Recommended age 
8+ 

Linkee to sports week and 
writing a biography in 
English.Famous   

Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory 
 

Roald Dahl 4.8 Multi Award Winning Book 

Daily Life in The Islamic 
Golden Age  
 

Dan Nardo 6.3 Multicultural links in RE. Used 
for writing stimulus 

Mr Popper’s Penguins  Florence Atwater Not known 
Recommended age 
8+ 

Linked to Science ‘Living things 
& habitats’ 

The Golden Horseman of 
Baghdad  
 

Saviour Pirotta Not known 
Recommended age 
8+ 

Linked to RE unit. 

 

 

 


