
 

Year 3 - Reading Book Spine 

“Keep reading. It’s one of the most marvellous adventures that anyone can have.” - Lloyd Alexander 

Junction Farm Primary School, we have developed a ‘Reading Spine’ of core, high quality texts for each year 

group from EYFS to Year 6. Teachers have carefully chosen a selection of books that sit at the very core of the 

curriculum for their own year group. The books sometimes link cross curricular but not always. They are 

shared with all of the children in different ways – they may be read to the children or used as stimulus for 

writing in English lessons. 

 

 

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Book Levels 

Book Author  Book Level Why? 

A Wild Way Home  
(Class story Autumn 1) 
 

Sophie Kirtley  4.2 Linked to History unit 
‘How did life change from 
the Stone Age to the Iron 
Age?’ 
Used as writing stimulus 

The Mona Lisa Mystery 
(Class story Autumn 2) 

Pat Hutchins 5.2 Exciting book to instil to 
love of reading whilst 
linking to Geography 

Marcy and the riddle of 
the Sphinx: 
(Class story Spring 1) 

Joe Todd Stanton  5.3  Linked to History unit 
‘Why do you know so 
much about Ancient 
Egypt?’ 

Everest  
(Class story Spring 2) 

Alexandra Stewart & Joe 
Todd-Satnton 

Not known 
Recommended age 9+ 

Linked to Geography 
‘How were mountains 
formed?’ 
Used as writing stimulus 

Charlotte’s Web  
(Class story Summer 1) 

E.B. White. 4.4 Award winning book 
Well known tale 
 

The Iron Man  
(Class story Summer 2) 
 

Ted Hughes. 4.7 Linked to History unit 
‘How did life change from 
the Stone Age to the Iron 
Age?’ 

The Journey 
 

Francesca Sanna 3.2 Linked to Geography unit 
‘What’s significant about 
Europe?’ 
Used as writing stimulus 

How to wash a Woolly 
Mammoth 

Michelle Robinson 
 

Not known 
Recommended age 3+ 

Linked to History unit 
‘How did life change from 
the Stone Age to the Iron 
Age?’ 
Used as writing stimulus 

The street beneath by 
feet  
 

Charlotte Gullain & Yuval 
Zommer 

5.0 Linked to Geography 
‘How were mountains 
formed?’ 
Used as writing stimulus 

The Tunnel  Anthony Browne 2.7 Linked to History unit with 
experience of tomb 
‘Why do you know so 
much about Ancient 
Egypt?’ 
Used as writing stimulus 

The Stone Age Hunters, 
Gatherers and Woolly 
Mammoths  

Marcia Williams Not known 
Recommended age 7+ 

Linked to History unit 
‘How did life change from 
the Stone Age to the Iron 
Age?’ 

The Barnabus Project  
 

Eric Fan Not known 
Recommended age 4+ 

Won the 2020 Governor 
General’s Literary Award 
for English-language 
children's illustration 
PSHE link for accepting 
who they are 

The hundred mile an hour 
dog  

Jeremy Strong. 4.8 Humorous book to instil a 
love of reading 



 

Operation Gadget Man  Malorie Blackman 4.1 Exciting, adventure book 
to instil a love of reading 

Mark of the Cyclops  Saviour Pirotta Not known 
Recommended age 9+ 

Linked to History unit 
‘Were the Greeks really 
great?’ 

 

 


