
 

Key Stage One (Year A) - Reading Book Spine 

“The more that you read, the more things you will know. The more that you learn, the more places you’ll 

go.” Dr Seuss 

At Junction Farm Primary School, we have developed a ‘Reading Spine’ of core, high quality texts for each year 

group from EYFS to Year 6. Teachers have carefully chosen a selection of books that sit at the very core of the 

curriculum for their own year group. The books sometimes link cross curricular but not always. They are 

shared with all of the children in different ways – they may be read to the children or used as stimulus for 

writing in English lessons. 

         

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Book Levels 

Book Author  Book Level Why? 

Traction Man  
(Class story Autumn 1) 

Mini Grey  3.6 Linked to Science 
‘Everyday Materials’ 
Used as writing stimulus 
Award winning- engage 
children  

Toby and the Great Fire 
of London  
(Class story Autumn 2) 
 

Margret Nash 2.3 British History 
Linked with History 
‘Great Fire of London’  
Used as writing stimulus 

How the Birds got their 
Colours 
(Class story Spring 1) 

Mary Albert & Pamela 
Lofts 

Not known 
Reccommended age 4+ 

Multicultural Myth 
Linked to Geogrpahy 
‘Where would you 
prefer to live, East Coast 
England or East Coast 
Australia?’ Used as 
writing stimulus 

The Magic Paintbrush  
(Class story Spring 1) 

Julia Donaldson  3.2 Multicultural 
 

The Owl who was Afraid 
of the Dark 
(Class story Spring 2) 

Jill Tomlinson  2.7 Year 2 key text  
Linked to Science ‘Living 
things and their 
Habitats’ 

The River an epic 
Journey to the Sea 
(Class story Summer 1) 

Hanako Clulow Not known 
Reccommended age 5+ 

Linked to Geography 
‘Why is the River Tees 
known as The Mighty 
River?’ 
Used as writing stimulus 

Fantastic Mr Fox 
(Class story Summer 2) 
 

Roald Dahl 4.1 Linked to Science ‘Living 
things and their 
Habitats’ 
20 most read books- 
engaging  

Katie Morag Delivers the 
Mail 
 

Mairi Hederwick  4.3 Linked to PSHE and 
learning from mistakes 

The Antlered Ship  Dashka Slater Not known 
Reccommended age 5+ 

Linked to History and 
the life on a ship 
‘Were the journeys 
Captain Cook and Dr 
Nicolas Patrick 
significant?’ 

Meerkat Mail  Emilie Gravitate  Not known 
Reccommended age 5+ 

Linked to Science ‘Living 
things and their 
Habitats’ 

The Proudest Blue Ibtihaj Muhammad  2.3 Multicultural 
Aspirational – Olympic 
gold medallist  
Link to PE and RE-Islam  

The Three Little Wolves 
and the Big Bad Pig 

Eugene Trivizas 4.6 Linked to writing as an 
alternative traditional 
fairytale. 



 

Used as writing stimulus 

Storm Sam Usher 1.9 Linked to Geography 
‘How does Weather 
Change?’ 
Used as writing stimulus 

Meet Captain Cook 
 

Rae Murdie Not known 
 

Linked to History ‘Were 
the journeys Captain 
Cook and Dr Nicolas 
Patrick significant?’ 
Used as writing stimulus 

The Gruffalo Julia Donaldson 2.3 Award winning rhyming 
story 

The Wright Brothers Mary Nhin Not known 
Reccommended age 3+ 

Linked to History ‘What 
did the Wright brothers 
do to make them 
famous?’ 
Used as writing stimulus 

 

 


