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EYFS - Reading Book Spine

"Books and doors are the same thing. You open them, and you go through into another world."
Jeanette Winterson

At Junction Farm Primary School, we have developed a ‘Reading Spine’ of core, high quality texts for
each year group from EYFS to Year 6. Teachers have carefully chosen a selection of books that sit at
the very core of the curriculum for their own year group. The books sometimes link to our topics but
not always. They are shared with all the children in different ways — they may be read to the
children, used a stimulus for writing in English lessons or during Guided Reading lessons.
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Challenging an

Book Levels

Book Author Book Level Why?

We Are Family Patrick Hegarty N/A Diversity, Families,
Belonging

Clever Sticks Bernard Ashley N/A Chinese New Year, Cultures,
Celebrations

We're Going on a Bear | Michael Rosen 1.3 The Great Outdoors,

Hunt Families, Repetitive

Language, settings and
descriptions

Owl Babies Martin Waddell 2.4 Belonging, Families,
Nocturnal animals linked to
The Great Outdoors

Everybody Cooks Rice | Norah Dooley N/A Diversity, Cultures,
Celebrations

Ruby’s Chinese New Vickie Lee N/A Cultures, Marvellous Me,

Year Celebrations

The Rainbow Fish Marcus Pfister N/A Friendships, Emotions,
Wonderful Water

Stick Man Julia Donaldson 2.8 The Great Outdoors,
Families, Settings

The Gruffalo Julia Donaldson 2.3 Descriptive language, The

Great Outdoors,
Woodland animals

Rhyme
And Tango Makes Justin Richardson 3.5 Diversity, Families,
Three Marvellous Me, descriptive
language
Jack and the Beanstalk | Traditional (Variety of | Varying—2.9 — Growing, Following rules,
authors) 33 Right and Wrong, Families
The Very Hungry Eric Carle 2.9 Days of the Week
Caterpillar Healthy Eating
Changes — Life cycles
The Way Back Home Oliver Jeffers 3.1 Friendship, Journeys (linked

to Half term theme),
descriptive language,
making comparisons
Monkey Puzzle Julia Donaldson 1.8 Repetitive language,
Settings, descriptions,
Families, Rhyme
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