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Challen; and

Poetry & Rhyme Spine

At Junction Farm Primary School, we have developed a ‘Poetry Spine’ of core, high quality poetry for
each year group from EYFS to Year 6. Focus poetry has been carefully chosen by teachers and sits at
the core of our curriculum. Poetry is taught across subjects and not just in English lessons for
example some poems are explored through performance, dance, art or music, whilst others through
writing or discussion. Each term children become familiar with at least one key poet.

Additionally, we follow a ‘poetry twice a week’ system. After assembly, twice a week, a new poem,
or old favourite, is shared by the teacher, a child or a group performing. We also enjoy listening to
poets reading their own work.

Ensuring that children have poetry read to them on a regular basis over the years increases their
familiarity with poetry’s many possibilities.

Poetry Curriculum

Year | Type | Example: Poem & Poet
EYFS
I;?:ofl‘z;:'r':?:/t::/ i‘gwwf‘:;er Innovate a Hickory Dickory Dock
to EYFS curriculum for well-known Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star
individual school rhyme Humpty Dumpty

(verbally)

Alphabet list An alphabet of horrible habits — Colin West

poems Twinkle Twinkle Chocolate Bar Book

Rhyming Twinkle Twinkle Chocolate Bar Book

Couplets 10 Dancing Dinosaurs — John Foster (also number)
If you should meet a crocodile — Christine Fletcher
(local poet)

Sing a Song of Sixpence
Performance Miss Poly

poetry Hot Cross Buns

The Dark Wood —anon

The Grand old Duke of York

Number One, Two Buckle My Shoe
poetry Caribbean Counting Poem — Pamela Mordecai
Year 1
Autumn 1 — poetry by Alliterative List **Alphabet Poem — Michael Rosen**
heart 1 week Poems
Alphabet Poem — Simple riddles https://www.poetry4kids.com/news/writing-riddles/
Michael Rosen
Innovate a well- | There was a Crooked Man
Autumn 2 known Hey Diddle Diddle
Descriptive poetry —2 rhyme (written) | Incy Wincy Spider (choose own animal)
weeks
The Months — Sarah Descriptive The Months - Sarah Coleridge (children to use as inspiration
Coleridge poetry to write about the month/season they are in)
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Spring 1 — poetry by Performance Pineapple — Vyanne Samuels
heart 1 week My poetry There Was an Old Lady Who Swallowed a Fly
Colours - Colin West My Colours - Colin West

**Hands — Julia Donaldson**
Spring 2 — no poetry in Queue for the Zoo — Clare Bevan
lessons (prioritise poetry On The Ning Nang Nong - Spike Milligan
10 mins end of day for 1 Now We Are Six - A A Milne

week — Simple riddles

Summer 1 — 2 weeks
Innovate a well-known
rhyme (written) Incy
Wincy Spider

Summer 2 — poetry by
heart — 3 days

Queue for the Zoo —

Clare Bevan

Year 2

Autumn -Poetry Bonfire | Acrostic **Fireworks — Gervais Phinn (Local link: visiting

night — 2 Weeks Poems Professor of Education at the University of Teesside)
Fireworks — Acrostic- Christmas - Gervais Phinn (Local link: visiting Professor

Gervais Phinn (Local

link: visiting Professor -
of Education at the Quatrain — Excuses — Alan Ahlberg

University of Teesside) | AABB or ABAB | Peter Pan — Andrea Shavick
Rumble in the Jungle (book) Giles Andreae & David

of Education at the University of Teesside)**

Autumn 2-Poetry by Wojtowycz
heart — 1 Week A Tiny, Commotion in the Ocean (book) Giles Andreae & David
Burning Flame (Twinkl) Wojtowycz

Tasty Poems (book) by Jill Bennet & Nick Sharratt

Spring 1- Shape poem A Tiny, Burning Flame (TwinkI)

The Moon Speaks-

James Carter create Shape Poem What is he? — Liz Brownlee

own poem titled The Aaaah!!!! At last it’s Spring — James Carter

Ship Speaks (Captain Family Tree — Damien Harvey

Cook & Nicholas Patricks The Moon Speaks - James Carter

journey)- 1 Week http://www.jamescarterpoet.co.uk/poems.html
Performance I’'m Walking with my Iguana — Brian Moses

Spring 2- no poetry in Poetry Solo with Chorus — Rose Fyleman

lzzzEme ([Eiel 5 ey The Rhythm of Life — Michael Rosen

10 mins end of day for 1
week) Cover non bold
selection of poems

Nut Tree — Julia Donaldson
The Dinosaur Rap — John Foster
Cats — Eleanor Farjeon

Summer 1- no poetry in Shhhhhh! - Julia Donaldson

lessons (prioritise poetry Voices of Water — Tony Mitton

10 mins end of day for 1 Nature Trail Poem — Benjamin Zephaniah
week) Cover non bold Tan to Tamarind- Malathi lyengar

selection of poems

Summer 2 Poetry by
heart — 1 Week Voices of
Water — Tony Mitton
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Year 3
"\P“t“m"bl'h L week Narrative with | The Listeners — Walter de la Mer
-Poetry by heart — 1 wee
Geography Lesson- Brian Rhyme The Sound Collector — Roger McGough
Patten Descriptive River Torridge by Chrissie Gittins
Poetry https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poem/river-torridge/
S e (e e s Question & Registration — Alan Ahlberg
10 mins end of day for 1 week) | Answer What is Pink — Christina Rossetti
Focus on Narrative with poems
rhyme - -
Haiku & Haiku
Spring 1- no poetry in lessons | Tankas Seaview Haiku — John Foster
(prioritise poetry 10 mins end Windy Day — John Foster
of day for 1 week) Focus on . . .
e el Haiky Riddle — Celia Warren
Spring 2- Poetry by heart — 1 Tanka
x‘;‘:f:rs“"’e“’ WL Silver aeroplane - John Foster
Windy Day — John Foster then The Penny Black —John Foster
write and perform a Two Tanka Riddles — Marian Swinger
Haiku/Tanka about Mount B ; .
e Performance Life doesn’t Frighten me at all — Mya Angelou
poem poetry Twenty Four Hours — Charles Causley
) Instructions for Giants — John Rice
Summer 1 - no poetry in .
lessons (prioritise poetry 10 Geoqraphy Lesson- Brian Patten
mins end of day for 1 week) Waves - Jackie Kay
Focus on poems not in bold
Summer 2 -Descriptive river
poem — 2 Weeks based on
River Torridge by Chrissie
Gittins
Year 4
Autumn 1-Poetry by heart—1 | | imericks The Three Limericks by Michael Rosen
Week Don’t be scared — Caroll . .
https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poem/three-
Ann Duffy
limericks/
Autumn 2- no poetry in lessons | Monologue — | Team Talk — Alan Ahlberg
(prioritise poetry 10minsend | 10 \gjce **There’s an Alien in the Classroom — Gervais Phinn**
of day for 1 week) Cover
Limericks Metaphor The Sun — Wes Magee
( poem Don’t be scared — Caroll Ann Duffy
Spring 1- (prioritise poetry 10 N R
il )60 Gy e L) Performance | Macavity by T.S Eliot
Cover any non bold poetry The Treasures — Clare Bevan
) Today, | feel — Gervais Phinn
Spring 2 -Poetry by heart — 1 . i
week Write a poem titled The Trouble with My Brother — Brian Patten
There’s a Viking in my
classroom and perform
**There’s an Alien in the
Classroom — Gervais
Phinn**
Summer 1 -Metaphor Poem
based on
Volcanoes/Earthquake The
Sun — Wes Magee
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—2 Weeks

Summer 2-Poetry by heart -3
days Macavity by T.S Eliot

Year 5

Autumn 1- no poetry in lessons | Cinquain November Night- Adelaide Crapsey

(prioritise poetry 10 mins end S Adelaide C

of day for 1 week) now — elaide Lrapsey
Winter - Adelaide Crapsey Blackbird — John Foster
At the Gate — John Foster

Autumn 2 -Poetry by heart—1 .

week Write their own Cinguain The Wood in late Autumn —John Foster

on a planet. November Mirror — John Foster

Night- Adelaide Crapsey How to Write Cinquains? — John Foster

Simile and The Night Will Never Stay — Eleanor Farjeon
Spring 1 - Cover Simile and Metaphor Bluebottle — Judith Nichols
Metaphors poem this half Poem

term 2 weeks

Spring 2-Poetry by heart — 1
week. Write their own
personification poem about
Spring and perform It’s
Spring — John Foster

Poetry Review

The head that wears the crown

Personification
Poems

Winter - Olivia Kooker

Snow and Snow - Ted Hughes
It’s Spring — John Foster

Jack Frost — C.E Pike

Performance Give and Take — Roger Mc Gough
Summer 1-A review of The poetry From a Railway Carriage — R.L Stevenson
) D e e e Football Mad — Benjamin Zephaniah
poem — 2 weeks Focus on non l
bold poems Rum Tum Tugger —T.S Eliot
Oh The Places You Will Go- Dr Seuss
Summer 2- -Poetry by heart - 3
days Oh The Places You Will
Go- Dr Seuss
Year 6
C&ltul:ng 1- Poetry Zv he:”— 1 | Blank Verse Mercutio's Queen Mab Monologue in Romeo and Juliet
ee ompare and perrorm . a1
S (classics) - William Shakespeare
Gillian Clarke The Mending Wall - Robert Frost
:::;:Pml:g‘:‘v“\;:’";‘:vzmh To be or not to be from Hamlet - William Shakespeare
Tintern Abbey - William Wordsworth
Autumn 2- no poetry in lessons The Princess - Alfred Lord Tennyson
(prioritise poetry 10 minsend | Sonnets Compare 2 classic sonnets for content, use of language
of day for 1 week) Focus on . .
] (classic) and rhyrtne patte.:r.n.
The glazier by Gillian Clarke
(Spﬁi”$t?' no P;’et%‘“ !ess°“z Lines Upon Westminster Bridge - William Wordsworth
prioritise poetry mins en N o
Sl e ) s Narrative The Highway Man — Alfred Noyse
non bold /classic The Owl and the Pussycat — Edward Lear

Spring 2-Poetry by heart- 1
week. Write poem ‘The Tree of
Yggdrasil’ using poetic devices
explored in Autumn 1
Daffodils — William

The Listeners - Walter De La Mare

The Pied Piper by Robert Browning Matilda by Hillaire
Belloc The Tyger - William Blake

The Jabberwocky - Lewis Carroll

The Pillow book - Sei Shonagon
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Wordsworth and The Sick The Sick Rose - William Blake
Rose -~ William Blake Daffodils — William Wordsworth
Performance The Visitor - lan Serrailler
fumme; 1- no poetry in poetry Cargoes - John Masefield
essons (prioritise poetry 10 . .
mins end of day for 1 week) The Lion and Albert - Marriot Edgar
Focus on Blank Verse If - Rudyard Kippling
What I love about school — Roger McGough
Summer 2- Poetry by heart — 1 5
week What I love about school The Jumblies - Edward Lear
— Roger McGough What | Love About School — Roger Mc Gough
Sonnets

Mermaid — Susan Rogerson

Who Can Know? — Susan Cartwright Smith

The bottom of the Jar — Susan Catwright Smith

**|et’s Celebrate! Festival Poems from Around the World -
Debjani Chatterjee**
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