
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Junction Farm Primary School  

Progression of Knowledge 
Religious Education 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vision Academy Learning Trust  
The multi-academy Trust promotes an inclusive ethos, in which diversity of need and ability is 
acknowledged and nurtured. Every aspect of academy life is guided by a strong ethical code, deep 
accountability, encouraging social awareness to help students understand and meet with confidence 
the challenges of a diverse and changing society and the world of work. 
 



 

Subject: Religious Education  Year: EYFS 

In Early Years Pupils should be taught-  

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
 Making Relationships 

 Self-confidence and Self-awareness 

 Managing Feelings and Behaviour 

Communication and Language 
 Listening and Attention 

 Understanding 

 Speaking 

Understanding  the World 
 People and Communities 

 The World 

 Technology 

Expressive Arts and Design 
 Exploring and using media and materials 

 Being imaginative 

 Knowledge, skills and understanding: Key Vocabulary: 

Personal, Social and 
Emotional Development 

 

-Children play co-operatively, taking turns with others. They 
take account of one another’s ideas about how to organise 
their activity. They show sensitivity to others’ needs and 
feelings, and form positive relationships with adults and 
other children. 
 
- Children are confident to try new activities, and say why 
they like some activities more than others. They are 
confident to speak in a familiar group, will talk about their 
ideas and will choose the resources they need for their 
chosen activities. They say when they do or don’t need 
help. 
 
- Children talk about how they and others show feelings, 
talk about their own and others’ behaviour and its 
consequences, and know that some behaviour is 
unacceptable. They work as part of a group or class and 
understand and follow the rules. They adjust their 
behaviour to different situations and take changes of 
routine in their stride. 

Kind 
Caring  
Sharing  
feelings 
Happy  
Sad  
Angry  
Help  
Listening  
Confident  
Trying  
Rules  

Communication and 
Language 

- Children listen attentively in a range of situations. They 
listen to stories, accurately anticipating key events and 
respond to what they hear with relevant comments, 
questions or actions. They give their attention to what 
others say and respond appropriately, whilst engaged in 
another activity. 
 
- Children follow instructions involving several ideas or 
actions. They answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about their 
experiences and in response to stories or events. 
 
- Children express themselves effectively, showing 
awareness of listeners’ needs. They use past, present and 
future forms accurately when talking about events that 

Listening  
Ears  
Questions  
Attention  
Turn taking  
Instructions  
Ideas 
Sharing  
Past  
Present  
Future  
 



 

have happened or are to happen in the future. They 
develop their own narratives and explanations by 
connecting ideas or events. 

Understanding  the World -Children talk about past and present events in their own 
lives and in the lives of family members. They know that 
other children don’t always enjoy the same things and are 
sensitive to this. They know about similarities and 
differences between themselves and others, and among 
families, communities and traditions. 
 
- Children know about similarities and differences in 
relation to places, objects, materials and living things.  They 
talk about the features of their own immediate 
environment and how environments might vary from one 
another. They make observations of animals and plants, 
explain why some things occur and talk about changes. 
 
- Children recognise that a range of technology is used in 
places such as homes and schools. They select and use 
technology for particular purposes. 
 
 

Families  
Experiences  
Same  
Different  
Religions 
Celebrations  
Prays  
Worship  
Routines  
Communities  
Traditions  
Life  
Growing  
Care 
Environments  
Looking after  
Changes  
Technology  
Phones  
Computers  
Ipads  

Expressive Arts and Design 

 

- Children sing songs, make music and dance, and 
experiment with ways of changing them. They safely use 
and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, 
experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and 
function. 
- Children use what they have learnt about media and 
materials in original ways, thinking about uses and 
purposes. They represent their own ideas, thoughts and 
feelings through design and technology, art, music, dance, 
role play and stories. 

Music  
Dance  
Experiment  
Expression  
Express 
Change  
Materials  
Tools  
Ideas  
Creations  
 

 



 

Subject: Religious Education  Year: One 

In Year One Pupils should be taught-  
Belonging:  
-Explain the symbolism used in a Christian baptismal service 
-Explain why this ceremony is important to Christians 
Belonging in Islam:  
-Explain how Muslims show they belong; they may begin to explain why Muslims do certain things  
Belonging in Sikhism:  
-Explain the symbolism of the 5 Ks  
-Why the Amrit ceremony is important to Sikhs. 
Christmas: 
-Give reasons why Jesus is special. 
Founders and leaders- Islam: 
-Describe how Muslims show Mohammad is special to them. 
Easter:  
-Identify and suggest meaning for Christian symbols at Easter 
-Retell some stories that Christians share at Easter   
-Recognise what Christians believe about Easter. 

Reoccurring Concepts and 
Themes. 

Knowledge, skills and understanding: Key Vocabulary: 

Belonging: 
What does it mean to belong? 
(Christianity) 
 
 

-Pupils will examine what it means to belong in Christianity 
by exploring the initiation rite of baptism.   
-Pupils will learn about signs and symbols used in baptism, 
linking this to Jesus’ own baptism. 
Skills: 

 Application 

 Expression 

 Enquiry 

 Reflection  

 Empathy 

Font                                              
Baptism                                      
Adult                                         
Infant 
Belong(ing)                                 
Christian(ity)                              
Light 
Jesus                                           
Dove 
John 

Festivals/Beliefs and Practices: 
Why do Christians give gifts at 
Christmas? 
 
 

-Pupils will be introduced to Christian beliefs and practices 
surrounding Christmas.  
- Pupils will explore why Christians give and receive gifts in 
the context of the Nativity story. 
-Explore other religions and compare celebrations and 
beliefs.  
Skills: 

 Investigation and Enquiry 

 Empathy 

 Interpretations 
 

Angel                                    
Stable  
Jesus 
Gold 
Frankincense 
Myrrh 
Favourite 
Gift 
Feelings 
Special 

Belonging: 
What does it mean to belong? 
 
(Islam) 
 

- Pupils will identify things that Muslims think are special 

and will describe,  simply, their own experiences of 

belonging 

-Pupils will  retell how Muslims celebrate births and will 
describe their own experiences of belonging 
-Pupils will explain how Muslims show they belong; they 
may begin to explain why Muslims do certain things e.g. the 
birth celebrations and how the pupils show they belong. 
Skills: 

 Application 

 Expression 

 Enquiry 

 Reflection  

Belonging                          
Celebrate/Celebration 
Group                                  
Allah 
Family                                
 Charity 
together 
Muslim 
Mosque  
Wudu 



 

 Empathy 

Festivals/Beliefs and Practices: 
What is Easter and why is Palm 
Sunday important? 
 
 

-Pupils should know some symbols remind Christians about 
what happened at Easter and retell the story of Palm 
Sunday 
- Pupils will recognise  and name some symbols that are 
important to  Christians at Easter and discuss their own 
experience of joining in at a celebration 
-Pupils can identify and suggest meaning for Christian 
symbols at Easter, retell some stories that Christians share 
at Easter and recognise what Christians believe about 
Easter 
Skills:  

 Investigation and Enquiry 

 Empathy 

 Reflection 

Spring  
Growth 
New life 
Celebrate 
Easter 
Symbol(s) 
Palm Sunday 
Donkey 
Jesus 
Parade 
Crowd 

Founders and Leaders: 
Who is Mohammed and why is 
he important? 
 
 

-Pupil will know what a leader is and understand that 
Mohammed is a leader of Muslims.  
-Pupils will begin to describe why Mohammad is special and 
may identify how Muslims show respect for him.  
-Pupils can describe how Muslims show Mohammad is 
special to them. 
-Pupils will be given the opportunity to visit a Mosque  
Skills: 

 Application 

 Expression 

 Enquiry 

 Reflection  

 Empathy 

Leader 
Mohammed (PBUH) 
Muslim 
Islam 
Allah 
Hijrah 
persecuted 
Mosque 
Special 
Important 
Prophet 

Belonging: 
Sikhism 
 

-Pupils can recall the main features of the Sikh naming 
ceremony and the 5 K’s. 
-Pupil will be able to retell what happens during the Sikh 
baby naming ceremony and the Amrit ceremony and 
describe the 5 K’s 
-Pupils can explain the symbolism of the 5 Ks and why the 
Amrit ceremony is important to Sikhs. 
Skills: 

 Application 

 Expression 

 Enquiry 

 Reflection 

 Empathy 

Belonging                                  
Kanga 
Christianity                               
Kaccha 
Group                                        
Kirpan 
Sikh                                           
Turban 
GudwaraKesh                           
Kesh 
Guru Granth Sahib                 
Khalsa 
Singh                                         
 Kaur                              
Amrit Samskar                        
 Kara 
Mool Mantra                     
Gurdwara                                  
 

 



 

Subject: Religious Education  Year: Two  

In Year Two Pupils should be taught-  
Christmas:  
Begin to describe key features of the Nativity story  
Begin to suggest why Christians celebrate in the way they do 
Easter: 
Retell some of the key features of the Easter story  
Suggest meanings for religious actions and symbols 
Founders and leaders- Sikhism: 
Will explain the key events in the life of Guru Nanak  
Understand the importance Guru Nanak has for Sikhs today 
Founders and leaders- Christianity: 
Retell the stories covered in this unit with some detail 
Suggest meanings for the stories showing that Jesus used stories to teach people about God and how they should live their lives 
Sacred Texts- Sikhism: 
Identify some features of the Guru Granth Sahib  
Explain what the mool mantar is and why it is important 
Sacred Texts- The Qur’an: 
Identify how and why the Qur’an is treated with respect 
Explain why its importance to Muslims. 
Sacred Texts- The Torah: 
Identify some features of the Torah 
Explain what the Torah teaches Jews about God. 
 

Reoccurring Concepts and 
Themes. 

Knowledge, skills and understanding: Key Vocabulary: 

Sacred Texts: 
What is the Quran and why is it 
important?  
 
 

-Pupils will recognise the Qur’an and know that it is 
important to Muslims. 
-Pupils will describe how the Qur’an is respected and 
describe why it is important to Muslims.  
-Pupils will identify how and why the Qur’an is treated with 
respect and explain its importance to Muslims. 
Skills: 

 Investigation and Enquiry 

 Synthesis 

 Reflection and Response 

 Empathy 

Qur’an 
Special  
Respect 
Sacred text  
Respect  
Clean  
Origin  
Muhammad 
Prophet 
Angel Jibril (Gabriel) 
Arabic  
Algeria(n) 
Somalia(n) 
Rules  

Festivals/Beliefs and Practices: 
How and why do Christians 
celebrate Christmas? 

-Pupil can identify foods that are eaten at different 
celebrations 
-Pupils will  identify key features of the Nativity story, 
expressed in written form 
-Pupils will begin to describe key features of the Nativity 
story and may be able to suggest why Christians celebrate 
in the way they do. 
Skills: 

 Interpretation  

 Application  

 Reflection and Response 

Celebration                         
Christmas              
Christian 
Special                                   
Mary 
Food                                      
 Joseph 
Fayre                                      
Advent 
Dinner                                   
Celebrate 
 

Sacred Texts 
Sikhism 

-Pupils can recall some of the vocabulary associated with 
the Guru Granth Sahib and talk about some of its content. 
-Pupils will recall the vocabulary associated with the Guru 
Granth Sahib and mool mantar 

Qur’an 
Chauri 
Guru Granth Sahib 
Takht 
Guru 



 

-Pupils will dentify some features of the Guru Granth Sahib 
and explain what the mool mantar is and why it is 
important 
Skills:  

 Expression 

 Analysis 

 Empathy 

Punjabi 
Temple 

Festivals/Beliefs and Practices: 
What are the key events 
associated with the Easter story? 
 

-Pupils will recognise  and name key events associated with 
the Easter story 
-Pupils will identify some key religious features of the 
Easter story 
-Pupils will retell some of the key features of the Easter 
story and suggest meanings for religious actions and 
symbols 
Skills: 

 Reflection  

 Expression 

 Empathy 

Palm Sunday 
Hero/heroine 
Temple 
Cleansing 
Merchant 
Priest 
Last supper 
Bread 
Wine 
Maundy 
Good Friday 
Crucify/crucifixion 
Roman 
Easter Sunday 
Resurrection 
Tomb 
shroud 

Founders and Leaders: 
Who was Jesus and who were his 
friends (disciples)? 

-Pupils will know that Christians believe that Jesus is special 
and precious and that Jesus had many friends and some 
special helpers; recall some of the features of the stories 
covered in this unit. 
- Pupils know that Jesus chose special friends – disciples – 
to help him; retell simply   the stories of Jesus recalling the 
disciples and Zacchaeus the tax collector. 
- Pupils can retell the stories covered in this unit with some 
detail; and suggest meanings for the stories showing that 
Jesus used stories to teach people about God and how they 
should live their lives. 
Skills:  

 Empathy 

 Reflection 

 Interpretation 

 

Parables 
Miracles 
Good Samaratin 
Storyteller 
Character(s) 
Lost Sheep 
Friend(ship) 
Qualities 
Disciples 
Travel(led) 
Fishermen 
Selfish 
Change(d) 
Zacchaeus 

Founders and Leaders 
Hinduism 
Hindu Gods 
Hindu teachings 
Mandir/home shrines (where 
Hindu’s worship the founders and 
leaders). 

Hinduism 

-Pupils will be able to identify and talk about a selection of 
Hindu Gods 
-Pupils will understand Hindu teachings and be able to 
question and compare to other religions  and beliefs  

-Pupils will understand about Mandir/home shrines (where 
Hindu’s worship the founders and leaders) 

Skills:  

 Empathy 

 Reflection 

 Interpretation 

Festival  
Diwali (Divali)  
Rama 
Sita 
Celebration/celebrate 
Similar  
Different 
Light  
Diva 
Symbol/symbolise  
Rangoli patterns  
Lakshmi, Goddess of Wealth 

 



 

aSubject: Religious Education  Year: Three  

In Year Three Pupils should be taught-  
Beliefs and practises:  
Describe Jewish celebrations including weddings and Hanukkah 
Begin to explain why Hanukkah is celebrated in the way it is  
Begin to explain why eating kosher food is important for Jews 
Begin to make links between Jewish values and commitments and their own experiences 
Christmas: 
Understand the religious significance of a Christingle and the four different elements 
Easter: 
Relate parts of the Easter story to what happens in church  
Identify the Impact the Easter story has on the lives of Christians today 
Places of worship: 
Begin to explain why Muslims pray in the way they do  
Describe simply the importance of a mosque in the community on people’s lives. 
Sacred texts- The Bible: 
Make links between The Bible and its importance to Christians and the Lindisfarne Monks 

Reoccurring Concepts and 
Themes. 

Knowledge, skills and understanding: Key Vocabulary: 

Sacred Texts: 
What is the Bible and why is it 
important? 
 

-Pupils will   recognise and name features of The Bible and 
the Lindisfarne monks’ work, using some religious words 
-Pupils will make links between The Bible and its 
importance to Christians and the Lindisfarne Monks 
-Pupils will begin to identify the impact of The Bible on 
modern day believers’ lives and the monks’ lives at 
Lindisfarne   
Skills: 

 Application 

 Expression 

 Enquiry 

 Reflection 

 Empathy 

 

Bible                                               
Special 
Testament                                     
Monastery 
Version                                          
Manuscripts 
Latin 
Oral tradition 
New and Old Testament 
Gospels 
Monks 
Illuminated 
Library 
Collection  
Contents 

Festivals/Beliefs and Practices: 
What are the symbols associated 
with Christmas? 

-Pupils identify situations where light is used at Christmas   
-Pupils  articulate the difference between a sign and a 
symbol and identify a range of symbols used to represent 
Christmas  
-Pupils understand the religious significance of a Christingle 
and the four different elements  
Skills: 

 Investigation  

 Interpretation 

 Expression 

 Application 

Symbols 
Signs 
Difference 
Wreath 
Religious 
Symbolise 
Light 
Express 
Believe 
Christingle 
Service 
Procession 

Places of Worship: 
What is a mosque and why is it 
important? 

-Pupils identify some key features of a mosque and 
describe simply how Muslims express their faith when 
praying in a mosque. 
- Pupils describe key features of a mosque and describe 
how Muslims express their faith when praying in a mosque.  
They may begin to suggest why Muslims pray in the way 
they do. 
-Pupils begin to explain why Muslims pray in the way they 
do and describe simply the importance of a mosque in the 
community on people’s lives. 
Skills:  

Mosque 
Imam 
Prayer 
Minaret 
Dome 
Wudu 
Prayer mat 
Community 
Mecca 
Design 
Special place 



 

 Investigation and Enquiry 

 Expression 

 Application 

Religious building 
Rules 
Observe  
 

Festivals/Beliefs and Practices: 
How is Easter celebrated in 
Church? 

-Pupils identify some features of how Easter is celebrated in 
church 
-Pupils begin to show an awareness of the similarities of 
different types of cross and identify how religion is 
expressed in different ways  
-Pupils relate parts of the Easter story to what happens in 
church and identify the Impact the Easter story has on the 
lives of Christians today 
Skills: 

 Application 

 Synthesis  

 Expression 

 Interpretation 

Matzo 
Passover 
Disciple 
Eucharist 
Body 
Blood 
Christ 
Light 
Dark 
Paschal candle 
Reminder 
Cross  
crucifix 

Beliefs and Practices 
Judaism 

-Pupils identify some Kosher foods and Jewish celebrations 
and will retell the story of Hanukkah, perhaps suggesting 
the meaning of the menorah.  They may begin to ask and 
respond to questions about their own experiences of  
Celebrations 
-Pupils identify kosher foods and trefah foods, perhaps 
beginning to consider why eating kosher food is important 
for Jews, describe some ways that weddings and Hanukkah 
are celebrated in Judaism and ask and respond to questions 
about their own experiences of celebrations.   
-Pupils describe Jewish celebrations including weddings and 
Hanukkah, and begin to explain why Hanukkah is 
celebrated in the way it is as well as beginning to explain 
why eating kosher food is important for Jews.  They will 
recognise that there are different ways that Jews celebrate 
Hanukkah and will ask and respond to questions about their 
own experiences and may begin to make links between 
Jewish values and commitments and their own experiences. 
Skills: 

 Empathy  

 Expression 

 Interpretation 

Shabbat                              
Hanukkah 
Kiddush                              
Menorah 
Challah                               
Shamash 
Kosher 
Trefah  
Ketubah 
Chuppah 
Mazal Tov (congratulations, 
good luck) 

 



 

Subject: Religious Education  Year: Four  

In Year Four Pupils should be taught to-  
Easter:  
Identify the impact the events of Holy Week have on Christians today 
Hindu Festivals- Diwali: 
Explain why Diwali is important in Hinduism  
Explain the importance of light during the festival to Hindus 
The Five Pillars of Islam: 
Use some appropriate religious vocabulary to describe the impact of the Pillars on Muslims  
Make links between their way of life and the Muslim practice of the Pillars 
Christmas: 
Understand the experiences of key people in the Nativity as they made their journeys 
Buddhist festivals:  
Begin to explain the significance of some festivals in the lives of Buddhists 

Reoccurring Concepts and 
Themes.  

Knowledge, skills and understanding: Key Vocabulary: 

Festivals: 
Diwali  
 

-Pupils will identify some key features of Diwali including 
religious origins (Rama and Sita) 
-Pupils will  describe the key features of Diwali and explain 
the significance of the story of Rama and Sita  
-Pupils will explain why Diwali is important in Hinduism and 
explain the importance of  light during the festival to 
Hindus 
Skills: 

 Investigation and Enquiry 

 Analysis 

 Expression 

 Reflection and Response 

Festival  
Diwali (Divali)  
Rama 
Sita 
Celebration/celebrate 
Similar  
Different 
Light  
Diva 
Symbol/symbolise  
Rangoli patterns  
Lakshmi, Goddess of Wealth 

Festivals/Beliefs and Practices: 
Christmas  

-Pupils will recount and retell the main features of Mary 
and Joseph’s journey   
-Pupils will  recognise the challenges faced in all the 
journeys covered in this unit 
- Pupils will understand the experiences of key people in 
the Nativity as they made their journeys 
Skills: 

 Empathy 

 Reflection and Response 

 Investigation and Enquiry 

 

Journey 
Important 
Reason 
Census 
Bethlehem 
Nazareth 
Terrain 
Travel(led) 
Weather 
Shepherds 
Angel 
Gabriel 
Magi 
Orient 
Astrologer/stargazer 

Festivals/Beliefs and Practices: 
Why is Easter important to 
Christians? 

-Pupils will  identify the key events of Holy Week including 
religious stories and biblical accounts 
-Pupils will describe the key events of Holy Week including 
religious stories and biblical accounts 
-Pupils will identify the impact the events of Holy Week 
have on Christians today 
Skills: 

 Investigation and Enquiry 

 Synthesis 

 Reflection and Response 

 Empathy 

palm crosses 
messiah 
emotion 
disciples 
serve 
understanding 
Gethsemane 
arrest 
Judas 
betrayal 
crucifix(ion) 
Barabas 
Good Friday 



 

resurrection 
symbolism 

Beliefs and Practices: 
What are the five pillars and why 
are they important? 
Mosque visit  
Ramadan 

-Pupils will identify the Five Pillars of Islam and suggest 
meaning for the Muslims’ practice of the pillars (why 
Muslims follow the 5 Pillars) 
-Pupils describe how Muslims practise some of the Pillars 
and make simple links between the teaching of Islam and 
what Muslims do 
-Pupils will use some appropriate religious vocabulary to 
describe the impact of the Pillars on Muslims and make 
links between their way of life and the Muslim practice of 
the Pillars 
Skills: 

 Investigation and Enquiry 

 Interpretation 

 Expression 

 Application 

 Analysis and Evaluation 

 Reflection and Response 

Muhammed 
Salat 
Ihram 
Mecca                                  
Compass 
Souvenir 
Crescent 
Prayer mat 
Hajj 
Pillars 
Zakat 
Pilgrimage 
Muslim 
Wealth 
Kabba 
Islam 
Charity 
Sacrifice 
Shahada 
Sawm 
Obedience 
Fasting 
Children                               
Ramadan 
Wudu 
Eid 
Washing 
Mosque 

 



 

Subject: Religious Education  Year: Five 

In Year Five Pupils should be taught to-  
Christmas:  
Use an increasingly wide religious vocabulary to explain the impact of beliefs on Christians 
Explain what inspires and influences their beliefs about Christmas. 
Easter:  
Demonstrate understanding of the significance of the betrayal of Jesus 
Places of worship – Sikhism: 
Explain the impact the gurdwara has on individuals and the Sikh community 
Worship in Practice: 
Make links between religious belief and people’s actions  
Clearly identify the link between religious belief and sacred texts  
Explain how people’s beliefs impact upon their behaviour in practice such as going on a pilgrimage 
Understand how they worship at home or why they support/run a charity.  
Explain the similarities and differences between Muslim, Christian, Buddhist and Hindu forms of religious expression in everyday life  
Suggest possible reasons for the similarities and differences. 

Reoccurring Concepts and 
Themes. 

Knowledge, skills and understanding: Key Vocabulary: 

Places of Worship: 
Buddhism, Hinduism, Judaism or 
Sikhism 
 

-Pupils will describe the key features of a gurdwara and 
suggest how some key beliefs are expressed in the features 
of the gurdwara    
-Pupils will explain how Sikh beliefs can be seen in the 
features of a gurdwara building    
                                                           -Pupils will  explain the 
impact the gurdwara have on individuals and the Sikh  
community. 
Skills: 

 Investigation and Enquiry 

 Interpretation 

 Expression 

 Application 

Gurdwara 
Punjab 
Langar 
Artefact(s) 
Symbolism 
Guru Granth Sahib 
Holy book 
Ceremony 
Diwali 
Festival 
Light/Darkness 

Festivals/Beliefs and Practices: 
How do we know about the 
Christmas story? 

-Pupils will describe some key features of the Christmas 
Story recognising that authors have retold the story in 
different ways with different emphases; Begin to make links 
between Christian beliefs and the stories and begin to make 
links between their own values and commitments and 
those of others. 
-Pupils will describe the impact of religious beliefs on 
people’s lives; Show understanding of how Christian 
sources of belief link to stories they have explored and 
begin to describe what inspires and influences them. 
- Pupils will use an increasingly wide religious vocabulary to 
explain the impact of beliefs on Christians.  They will be 
able to explain what inspires and influences their beliefs 
about Christmas. 
Skills: 

 Investigation and Enquiry 

 Interpretation 

 Expression 

 Application 

 Analysis and Evaluation 

 Reflection and Response 

Nativity 
Belonging 
Community 
Charity 
Message 
Organisation 
Salvation 
Poverty 
Loneliness 
Experience 

Beliefs and Practices: 
What food, drink and leisure are 
important in Islam and why? 

-Pupils will   recognise similarities/differences between 
faiths with regard to rules about food and drink, describe 
simply the impact Islam has on Muslims’ lives by identifying 

Kosher 
Forbidden 
Vegetarian 



 

halal and haram foods and describing simply how Muslim 
athletes are able to compete without breaking rules about 
fasting during Ramadan.  
-Pupils will describe some similarities and differences 
between faiths with regard to rules about food and drink, 
describe the impact Islam has on Muslims’ lives by simply 
explaining the meaning of halal and haram, giving examples 
of halal and haram foods/activities.  They may begin to 
suggest reasons why Muslims follow these rules and why 
athletes are able to compete without breaking rules about 
fasting during Ramadan. 
-Pupils will describe similarities and differences between 
faiths with regard to rules about food and drink, describe 
the impact Islam has on Muslims’ lives by explaining the 
meaning of halal and haram, giving examples of halal and 
haram foods/activities and suggesting reasons why these 
rules are an important form of expression for Muslims.   
They will be able to describe the dilemma some Muslim 
athletes face when competing and explain simply how 
Muslim athletes are able to compete without breaking rules 
about fasting during Ramadan.   
Skills: 

 Expression 

 Investigation and Enquiry 

 Analysis 

 Evaluation 

Allah 
Compassion 
Humane(ly) 
Halal 
Haram 
Compassionate 
Ramadan 
Fasting 
Commitment 

Festivals/Beliefs and Practices: 
How do betrayal and loyalty 
feature in the Easter story? 

-Pupils will  describe the terms loyalty and betrayal and link 
them to key aspects of the Easter story 
-Pupils will  describe the impact religion had on the life of St 
Paul and St Peter 
-Pupils will demonstrate understanding of the significance 
of the betrayal of Jesus 
Skills: 

 Analysis 

 Evaluation 

 Application 

 Empathy 

 Investigation and Enquiry 

 

emotion 
betrayal 
guilt(y) 
rejection 
trust 
Mary Magdelene 
anoint 
qualities 
Judas 
hopelessness 
zealot 
expectation(s) 
conversion 
redemption 
salvation 

Worship in Practice: 
Thematic compare and contrast 
Christianity, Islam and one other 
Respecting each other’s beliefs.             
Debating human existence.                              

-Pupils will identify links between religious belief and 
people’s actions including pilgrimage and supporting 
charities. They will be able to identify what influences and 
inspires them through their choice of charity.  They will         
identify similarities and differences between Muslim, 
Christian, Buddhist and Hindu forms of expression in 
everyday life.  They will describe forms of religious 
expression such as Buddhist meditation, Hindus 
worshipping at home and/or the work charities do. 
-Pupils will make links between religious belief and people’s 
actions suggesting a link   
between religious beliefs and sacred texts by describing 
how people’s beliefs impact upon their behaviour in 
practice such as going on a  pilgrimage, how they worship 
at home or why they support/run a charity.  They will 

Celebrity               
Shrine         
Havdalah 
Worship                
Deity          
Responsibility 
Devotion              
Ganesh        
Inspire 
Pilgrimage           
Rituals          
Recipient 
Hajj                        
Wudu           
Faith in action 
Sacrifice(s)           



 

describe in detail  and may begin to explain, the similarities 
and 
differences between Muslim, Christian, Buddhist and Hindu 
forms of  religious expression in everyday life. 
-Pupils will make links between religious belief and people’s 
actions clearly identifying 
the link between religious beliefs and sacred texts by 
explaining how 
people’s beliefs impact upon their behaviour in practice 
such as going on a 
pilgrimage, how they worship at home or why they 
support/run a charity. 
They will explain the similarities and differences between 
Muslim, Christian, 
Buddhist and Hindu forms of religious expression in 
everyday life, suggesting 
possible reasons for the similarities and differences. 
Skills: 

 Interpretation and Empathy 

 Reflection and Response 

 Analysis and Expression 

Benefits 
Buddha                
Challenges 
Incense                
Shabbat 
Buddhist              
Challah 
Meditation          
Kiddush 

 



 

Subject: Religious Education  Year: Six 

In Year Six Pupils should be taught to-  
Rites of passage:  
Explain how rites of passage make a difference to the lives of the individuals and communities  
Ask questions about the significant experiences of members of the studied religions  
Suggest answers from their own and others’ experiences- including believers. 
Easter:  
Demonstrate understanding of similarities and differences and suggest possible reasons for this 
Christmas:  
Use an increasingly wide religious vocabulary to explain the impact of beliefs on Christians. 
Explain what inspires and influences their beliefs about Christmas. 
EXPRESSIONS OF FAITH THROUGH ART: 
Explain how and begin to explain why art is used differently in Christianity and Islam. 
Describe how art reflects faith and belief 
Begin to consider the impact of religious art on those that view it. 
Explain what inspires and influences them through their own art work. 

Reoccurring Concepts and 
Themes. 

Knowledge, skills and understanding: Key Vocabulary: 

Rites of Passage: 
Thematic compare 
 and contrast Christianity, Islam  
and one other 
Diwlai 

-Pupils will  identify rites of passage and describe some 
religious beliefs relating to rites of 
passage and their importance;  describe how some religious 
beliefs are shown 
in ceremonies relating to rites of passage and compare 
aspects of their own life journey markers with those of 
different religions. 
-Pupils will  describe key beliefs of a religion and explain the 
connection with their rites of passage; compare key 
features of different faiths’ rites of passage;  identify and 
explain what influences them and compare their own 
experience to believers. 
-Pupils will  explain how rites of passage make a difference 
to the lives of the individuals  and communities; ask 
questions about the significant experiences of members of 
the studied religions and suggest answers from their own 
and others’ experiences- including believers. 
Skills: 

 Expression 

 Analysis 

 Empathy 

Rite(s) of passage                    
Upanayana 
Religious                                   
Sacred Thread 
Secular                                      
Marriage 
Adhaan                                      
Duty 
Aqiqah                                       
Extended family 
Baptism                                      
Vivah Samskar 
Godparents                               
Funeral 
Coming of Age                                
Death 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah                             
Immortality 

Festivals/Beliefs and Practices: 
Christmas  
What do the Gospel stories tell us 
about the birth of Jesus? 
Church visit 

-Pupils will describe some features of the Christmas story 
and recognise that the same story has been told in different 
ways; begin to make links between Christian 
beliefs and the Christmas stories and begin to make links 
between their own values and commitments and those of 
others. 
-Pupils will  demonstrate  that religious beliefs, ideas and 
feelings can be expressed in a  variety of forms; assign 
meaning to some symbols, stories and language; describe 
some of the key beliefs and teachings of Christianity 
relating to Christmas; ask questions about the significant 
experiences of key figures studied and suggest answers 
from their own and others’ experiences.                                            
-Pupils will use an increasingly wide religious vocabulary to 
explain the impact of beliefs on Christians.  They will be 
able to explain what inspires and influences their beliefs 
about Christmas. 

Nativity        
Gospel 
Messiah 
Saviour 
Compare 
Contrast 
Similar 
Different 
Interpretation 
Adoration 
Magi 
Prophecy 
Account 
Annotate 
Analysis 
lyrics 
features 



 

Skills: 

 Investigation and Enquiry 

 Interpretation 

 Expression 

 Application 

 Analysis and Evaluation 

 Reflection and Response 

traditions 

Expressions of faith through Art: 
Thematic compare and contrast  
Christianity, Islam  
and one other 

PUPILS WILL BE ABLE TO: 

 Describe different ways art can be considered religious 

and identify how examples of art can be considered 

religious or spiritual. 

 Begin to analyse examples of religious art and suggest 

meanings being conveyed by religious symbolism and 

symbolism.  They may begin to describe how the art 

reflects faith and belief. 

 Describe what inspires and influences them through 

their own art work.   

Skills: 

 Analysis 

 Interpretation and Expression 

 Reflection and Response 

Concepts: 

 Forms of Expression 

 Values and Commitments 

 Meaning, Purpose and Truth 

Convey 
Meaning 
religious  
significance 
represent(ation) 
stained glass 
image(s) 
annotate 
controversial 
Calligraphy     
depict(ion)   
geometric   
inspire(ation)   

Festivals/Beliefs and Practices: 
Easter  
How far can the death of Jesus be 
seen as a victory in Christianity? 

-Pupils will identify how the concept of victory in the Easter 
story is expressed a variety of different ways and begin to 
suggest meanings 
-Pupils will describe the similarities and differences within a 
range of media depicting the Easter story  
-Pupils will demonstrate understanding of similarities and 
differences and suggest possible reasons for this 
Skills:  

 Interpretation 

 Analysis and Evaluation 

 Expression 

 Reflection and Response 

 
 

Victory 
achievement 
powerful 
hymn 
imagery 
illustrate 
artist 
convey  
resurrection 
allegory 
symbolism 
chronicle 

 


