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Vision Academy Learning Trust  
The multi-academy Trust promotes an inclusive ethos, in which diversity of need and ability is 
acknowledged and nurtured. Every aspect of academy life is guided by a strong ethical code, deep 
accountability, encouraging social awareness to help students understand and meet with confidence 
the challenges of a diverse and changing society and the world of work. 
 



 

Subject: Geography  Year: EYFS 

Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum: 
Development Matters Requirements 
Pupils should be taught (ELG): 
 

 To know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials and living things. 

 

 To talk about the features of their own immediate environment and how environments might vary from one another. 

 

 To make observations of animals and plants and explain why some things occur, and talk about changes. 

 
Understanding the World 

 Knowledge, skills and understanding: Key Vocabulary: 

A Unique Child  Comments and asks questions about aspects of 

their familiar world such as the place where they 

live or the natural world. 

 Can talk about some of the things they have 

observed such as plants, animals, natural and 

found objects. 

 Talks about why things happen and how things 

work. 

 Developing an understanding of growth, decay and 

changes over time. 

 Shows care and concern for living things and the 

environment. 

Recycle 
Litter 
Weather 
Home 
Holiday 
Melt 
Ice 
Sun 
Hot 
Cold 
Wet 
Dry 

Positive Relationships  Use parents’ knowledge to extend children’s 

experiences of the world. 

 Support children with sensory impairment by 

providing supplementary experience and 

information to enhance their learning about the 

world around them. 

 Arouse awareness of features of the environment 

in the setting and immediate local area, e.g. make 

visits to shops or a park. 

 Introduce vocabulary to enable children to talk 

about their observations and to ask questions 

Holiday 
Town 
Village 
Road 
Path  
River 
Sea 
Busy 
Quiet 
Pollution 
Damage 
 

Enabling Environments  Use the local area for exploring both the built and 

the natural environment. 

 Provide opportunities to observe things closely 

through a variety of means, including magnifiers 

and photographs. 

 Provide play maps and small world equipment for 

children to create their own environments. 

 Teach skills and knowledge in the context of 

practical activities, e.g. learning about the 

characteristics of liquids and solids by involving 

children in melting chocolate or cooking eggs. 

Bricks 
Mud 
Salt 
Stone 
Buildings 
Houses 
Hills 
Mountains 
Volcanoes 
 

 



 

Subject: Geography  Year: Year 1 

Key Stage 1 Curriculum: 
Location knowledge  

• name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans  
• name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its 

surrounding seas  
Place knowledge  

• understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area 
of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European country  

Human and physical geography  
• identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in 

relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles  
• use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:  

o key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, 
vegetation, season and weather  

o key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop  
Geographical skills and fieldwork  

• use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the countries, continents 
and oceans studied at this key stage  

• use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language (e.g. ‘near’ and ‘far’; 
‘left’ and ‘right’) to describe the location of features and routes on a map  

• use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a 
simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key  

• use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key human 
and physical features of its surrounding environment.  

 
 

 Knowledge, skills and understanding: Key Vocabulary: 

Geographical Enquiry • Can they use basic symbols in a key? 
• Can they follow a simple map/treasure hunt? 
• Can they trace or copy symbols to create a simple 

map? 
• Can they search a post code online (with 

support?) 
• Can they sort things they like and don’t like 

through verbalising or taking notes? 
• Can they create tallies or simple tables to record? 
• Can they answer some questions using different 

resources, such as books, the internet and 
atlases? 

• Can they answer questions about the weather? 
 

Symbols 
Key 
Map 
Post Code 
Sunshine 
Rain 
Snow 
Wind 
Melt 
Wet 
Hot 
 

Physical Geography • Can they tell someone their address? 
• Can they name a place with hot weather and a 

place with cold weather? 
• Can they explain how the weather changes with 

each season? 
• Can they name key features associated with a 

town or village, e.g. ‘church’, ‘farm’, ‘shop’, 
‘house’? 

 

Hot Countries (e.g. Spain, Italy 
etc.) 
Cold Countries (e.g. England, 
Wales, Scotland etc.) 
Town 
Village 
City 
Country 
 

Human Geography • Can they begin to explain why they would wear 
different clothes at different times of the year? 

• Can they tell something about the people who 
live in hot and cold places? (using sources to 
support) 

Coats 
Thick socks 
Gloves 
Hat 
Shorts 
T-shirts 



 

• Can they explain what they might wear if they 
lived in a very hot or a very cold place? 

 

 
 

Geographical Knowledge • Can they identify some of the continents? 
• Can they identify the four countries making up 

the United Kingdom? 
• Can they name some of the main towns and cities 

in the United Kingdom? 
• Can they point out where the equator, North Pole 

and south pole are on a globe or atlas? 
• Can they use the terms North, East, South and 

West knowing which direction they are? 
• Measure using a ruler 

Continents 
Wales 
Scotland 
Ireland 
England 
London 
Atlas 
 

Re-occurring Concepts and 
Themes 

Africa 
 
 
Once Upon a Time 
 
 
 
Spring Watch 
 

Farming, Climate, Global 
community, Economics, 
Transport. 
 
Physical and man-made, Human 
impact and environment. 
 
Farming, Climate, Human 
impact and environment. 

 



 

Subject: Geography  Year: Year 2 

Key Stage 1 Curriculum: 
Location knowledge  

• name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans  
• name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its 

surrounding seas  
Place knowledge  

• understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area 
of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European country  

Human and physical geography  
• identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in 

relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles  
• use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:  

o key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, 
vegetation, season and weather  

o key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop  
Geographical skills and fieldwork  

• use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the countries, continents 
and oceans studied at this key stage  

• use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language (e.g. ‘near’ and ‘far’; 
‘left’ and ‘right’) to describe the location of features and routes on a map  

• use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a 
simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key  

• use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key human 
and physical features of its surrounding environment.  

 Knowledge, skills and understanding: Key Vocabulary: 

Geographical Enquiry • Can they label a diagram or photograph using 
some geographical words? 

• Can they find out about a locality by using 
different sources of evidence? 

• Can they find out about a locality by asking some 
relevant questions to someone else? 

• Can they say what they like and don’t like about 
their locality and another locality like the seaside? 

 

Source 
Because 

Physical Geography • Can they describe some physical features of their 
own locality? 

• Can they explain what makes a locality special? 
• Can they describe some places which are not near 

the school? 
• Can they describe a place outside Europe using 

geographical words? 
• Can they describe some of the features 

associated with an island? 
 

Countryside 
City 
Beach 
Europe 
Arch 
Coast 
Shoreline 
Sand 
Ocean 
Mountain 
Forest 
Hill 
Valley 
 

Human Geography • Can they describe some human features of their 
own locality, such as the jobs people do? 

• Can they explain how the jobs people do may be 
different in different parts of the world? 

• Do they think that people ever spoil the area? 
How? 

• Do they think that people try to make the area 
better? How? 

Town 
Village 
City 
Local area 
environment 



 

• Can they explain what facilities a town or village 
might need? 

 

Geographical Knowledge and 
Skills  

• Can they name the continents of the world and 
find them in an atlas? 

• Can they name the world’s oceans and find them 
in an atlas? 

• Can they name the major cities of England, Wales, 
Scotland and Ireland? 

• Can they find where they live on a map of the UK? 
• Can name the 4 points on a compass 
• Can create a simple map using a key and symbols. 

 

United Kingdom 
Wales 
Scotland 
Ireland 
England 
Atlas 
Map 
 

Reoccurring Themes and 
Concepts. 

Adventure Island 
 
 
 
 
China 
 
 
 
Magical Mapping 

Physical and man-made, 
Climate, Human impact and 
environment, The Animal 
Kingdom. 
 
The Animal Kingdom., Farming, 
Economics, Transport, Global 
community. 
 
Physical and man-made, Human 
Impact and environment. 
  

 



 

Subject: Geography  Year: Year 3 

Key stage 2 Curriculum: 
Location knowledge  

• locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South 
America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities  

• name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical 
characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and 
understand how some of these aspects have changed over time  

• identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day 
and night)  

Place knowledge  
• understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the 

United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North or South America  
Human and physical geography  

• describe and understand key aspects of:  
• physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, 

and the water cycle  
• human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution 

of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water  
Geographical skills and fieldwork  

• use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied  
• use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance 

Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world  
• use fieldwork to observe, measure and record the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, 

including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies.  

 Knowledge, skills and understanding: Key Vocabulary: 

Geographical Enquiry • Do they use correct geographical words to 
describe a place and the events that happen 
there? 

• Can they identify key features of a place by using a 
map? 

• Can they begin to use 4 figure grid references? 
• Can they accurately plot NSEW on a map? 
• Can they use some basic OS map symbols? 
• Can they make accurate measurement of distances 

within 100Km? 
 

Rivers 
Landmarks 
Forest 
North  
East 
South  
West 
Metres 
Kilometres 

Physical Geography • Can they use maps and atlases appropriately by 
using contents and indexes? 

• Can they confidently describe physical features in 
a place? 

• Can they locate the Mediterranean and explain 
why it is a popular holiday destination? 

• Can they recognise the 8 points of the compass (N, 
NW, W, S, SW, SE, E, and NE)? 

 

Contents 
Index 
Rivers 
Trees 
Hills 
Mountains 

Human Geography • Can they confidently describe human features in a 
locality? 

• Can they explain why a locality has certain human 
features? 

• Can they explain why a place is like it is? 
• Can they explain how the lives of people living in 

the Mediterranean would be different from their 
own? 

 

Build 
Materials 
 



 

Geographical Knowledge • Can they name a number of countries in the 
Northern Hemisphere? 

• Can they name and locate some well-known 
European countries? 

• Can they name and locate the capital cities of 
neighbouring European countries?  

• Are they aware of different weather in different 
parts of the world, especially Europe? 

 

Capitals of Europe 
e.g. Berlin 
 

Reoccurring Themes and 
Concepts. 

A Journey from France to England. 
 
 
 
My Little Raindrop. 
 
 
 
Road Trip USA 

Farming, Economics, Physical 
and man-made, Climate, 
Transport, Global community. 
 
Farming, Physical and man 
made, Climate, Human impact 
and environment. 
 
Economics, Physical and man-
made, Climate, Transport, Global 
community, The Animal 
Kingdom. 

 



 

Subject: Geography  Year: Year 4 

Key stage 2 Curriculum: 
Location knowledge  

• locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South 
America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities  

• name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical 
characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and 
understand how some of these aspects have changed over time  

• identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day 
and night)  

Place knowledge  
• understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the 

United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North or South America  
Human and physical geography  

• describe and understand key aspects of:  
• physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, 

and the water cycle  
• human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution 

of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water  
Geographical skills and fieldwork  

• use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied  
• use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance 

Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world  
• use fieldwork to observe, measure and record the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, 

including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies.  

 Knowledge, skills and understanding: Key Vocabulary: 

Geographical Enquiry • Can they find the same place on a globe and in an 
atlas? 

• Can they label the same features on an aerial 
photograph as on a map? 

• Can they plan a journey to a place in England? 
• Can they accurately measure and collect 

information (e.g. rainfall, temperature, wind 
speed, noise levels etc.)? 

 

Globe 
Location 
Road 
Route 
Temperature 
Rainfall 
Degrees 
 

Physical Geography • Can they describe the main physical differences 
between cities and villages? 

• Can they use appropriate symbols to represent 
different physical features on a map? 

• Can they discuss the features of a rainforest (e.g. 
the amazon) 

• Can they compare differences in climate and 
weather? 

 

Churches 
Family businesses 
Locality 
Transport 
Mobility systems 
Large businesses 
Footpaths 
Key 
Symbols 
Rainfall 
Climate 
 

Human Geography • Can they explain why people are attracted to live 
in cities? 

• Can they explain why people may choose to live in 
a village rather than a city? 

• Can they explain how a place has changed over 
time with reference to human features? 

• Can they find different views about an 
environmental issue? What is their view? 

Churches 
Family businesses 
Locality 
Transport 
Mobility systems 
Large businesses 
Footpaths 
Key 
Symbols 



 

• Can they suggest different ways that a location 
could be changed and improved? 

 

Rainfall 
Climate 
 

Geographical Knowledge • Do they know the difference between the British 
Isles, Great Britain and UK? 

• Do they know the countries that make up the 
European Union? 

• Can they name up to six cities in the UK and locate 
them on a map? 

• Can they locate and name some of the main 
islands that surround the UK? 

• Can they name the areas of origin of the main 
ethnic groups in the UK & in their school? 

 

Ireland 
England 
Scotland 
Wales 
Union 
Britain 
Jersey 
Guernsey  
Pakistan 
India 
Africa 

Reoccurring Themes and 
Concepts. 

Postcard from Brazil 
 
 
 
 
 
Turn Up the Heat 
 
 
 
Willkommen in Teesside 

Farming, Economics, Physical 
and man-made, Climate, Global 
community, Human impact and 
environment, The Animal 
Kingdom. 
  
Physical and man-made, 
Climate, Human impact and 
environment. 
 
Economics, Physical and man-
made, Climate, Global 
community, Transport. 

 



 

Subject: Geography  Year: Year 5 

Key stage 2 Curriculum: 
Location knowledge  

• locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South 
America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities  

• name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical 
characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and 
understand how some of these aspects have changed over time  

• identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day 
and night)  

Place knowledge  
• understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the 

United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North or South America  
Human and physical geography  

• describe and understand key aspects of:  
• physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, 

and the water cycle  
• human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution 

of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water  
Geographical skills and fieldwork  

• use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied  
• use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance 

Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world  
• use fieldwork to observe, measure and record the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, 

including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies.  

 Knowledge, skills and understanding: Key Vocabulary: 

Geographical Enquiry • Can they collect information about a place and use 
it in a report? 

• Can they map land use? 
• Can they find possible answers to their own 

geographical questions? 
• Can they make detailed sketches and plans; 

improving their accuracy later? 
 

Land use 
Map 
Key 
Grid reference 
Atlas 
Itinerary 
Route 
 

Physical Geography • Can they describe how volcanoes are created? 
• Can they explain the different segments in a 

volcano? 
• Can they describe how earthquakes are created? 
• Can they understand the effects of an earthquake 

and the different scales of both shockwaves and 
collateral damage? 

• Can they explain why many cities of the world are 
situated by rivers? 

• Can they explain how a location fits into its wider 
geographical location; with reference to physical 
features? 
 

Magma 
Tectonic plates 
Epicentre 
Richter Scale 
Shockwaves 
Landslide 
Poverty 
Hydration 
 

Human Geography • Can they explain why people are attracted to live 
by rivers? 

• Can they explain how a location fits into its wider 
geographical location; with reference to human 
and economical features? 

• Can they explain what a place might be like in the 
future, taking account of issues impacting on 
human features? 

 

Housing 
Heating 
Temperature 
City 
Town 
Village 
 



 

Geographical Knowledge • Can they locate and name some of the world’s 

most famous volcanoes? 

• Can they name and locate many of the world’s 
most famous mountain regions on maps?  

• Can they locate the USA and Canada on a world 
map and atlas? 

• Can they locate and name the main countries in 
South America on a world map and atlas? 

• Can you locate regional areas on a British map 
(Yorkshire, London, Durham etc?) 

Everest 
Peak 
Summit 
South America 
North America 
Continents 
Equator 
 

Reoccurring Themes and 
Concepts. 

Exhibition Everest 
 
 
 
Living on the Edge 
 
 
The welsh Dragon Breathes. 

Physical and man-made, 
Climate, Human impact and 
environment. 
 
Climate, Human impact and 
environment. 
 
Farming, Economics, Transport, 
Global community, The Animal 
Kingdom. 

 



 

Subject: Geography  Year: Year 6 

Key stage 2 Curriculum: 
Location knowledge  

• locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South 
America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities  

• name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical 
characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and 
understand how some of these aspects have changed over time  

• identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day 
and night)  

Place knowledge  
• understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the 

United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North or South America  
Human and physical geography  

• describe and understand key aspects of:  
• physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, 

and the water cycle  
• human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution 

of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water  
Geographical skills and fieldwork  

• use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied  
• use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance 

Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world  
• use fieldwork to observe, measure and record the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, 

including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies.  

 Knowledge, skills and understanding: Key Vocabulary: 

Geographical Enquiry  Can they confidently explain scale and use maps 

with a range of scales? 

 Can they choose the best way to collect 

information needed and decide the most 

appropriate units of measure? 

 Can they make careful measurements and use the 

data? 

 Can they use maps to answer questions? 

 Can they use maps, aerial photos, plans and web 

resources to describe what a locality might be like? 

Land use 
Map 
Key 
Grid reference 
Atlas 
Itinerary 
Route 
 

Physical Geography  Can they give extended descriptions of the 

physical features of different places around the 

world? 

 Can they describe how some places are similar and 

others are different in relation to their physical 

features?  

 Can they accurately use a 4 figure grid reference? 

 Can they create sketch maps when carrying out a 

field study?  

Climate zones 
Vegetation belts 
Rivers 
Mountains 
Volcanoes 
Water cycle 
Coats 
Hills 
 
 

Human Geography • Can they give an extended description of the 
human features of different places around the 
world? 

• Can they map land use with their own criteria? 

 Can they describe how some places are similar and 

others are different in relation to their human 

features? 

Housing 
Heating 
Temperature 
City 
Town 
Village 
Bricks 
Stone 



 

•  
 

Generate 
 
 

Geographical Knowledge • Can they recognise key symbols used on ordnance 
survey maps? 

• Can they name the largest desert in the world? 
• Can they identify and name the Tropics of Cancer 

and Capricorn as well as the Artic and Antarctic 
circles? 

• Can they explain how the time zones work?  
 

Latitude 
Longitude 
Equator,  
Northern Hemisphere,  
Southern Hemisphere,  
The Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn,  
Arctic and Antarctic Circle,  
the Prime/Greenwich Meridian 
and time zones (including day 
and night). 

Reoccurring Themes and 
Concepts. 

Frozen Planet 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Over The Western Waves. 

Farming, Economics, Physical 
and man-made, Climate, 
Transport, Global community, 
Human impact and 
environment, The Animal 
Kingdom. 
 
Farming, Economics, Physical 
and man-made, Climate, 
Transport, Global community, 
The Animal Kingdom. 

 


